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"Dedicated to those we serve."

Darlene Eastman

92 Years
November 8, 1927 ~ April 29, 2020

A Tribute from Katie

On behalf of my family, it is with such sadness that we say 
goodbye to Darlene Eastman, mother, grandmother, sister, 

auntie, and I think I speak for everyone when I say, an absolute 
legend. To know her, was to know an unforgettable person, who 
probably said something equally unforgettable to you, whether 
you liked it or not. We could honestly write an entire book of 

‘Darlene-isms’, many that I use without thinking almost daily. 
To say she was always the first person to speak her mind is 
possible the understatement of the century. Even though 

sometimes the things that came out of her mouth were jaw-
droppingly shocking and laughable, they are the stories that will 

make up the memories that will hold our family together 
long after we’ve said goodbye.

As hard as it is to write this, at 92, she is in a better place. 
Whether she’s out partying it up with her girlfriends when she 
was a young woman, raising the family, bickering with Auntie 
Patsy and Muriel, playing the slots, hanging out at the lake or 
the Legion, muttering at “all the damn dogs,” playing Kaiser in 
the kitchen, giving us all shit for one thing or the other, living 
on some perogies and fried chicken, or dipping into the whiskey 

under the sink. . .  we know she is 
somewhere out there having a good time again.

When you have a family member with Alzheimer’s, you must 
grieve them twice. The person you knew is gone long before their 

body leaves this earth, and you only see mere snippets of them 
that come through once in awhile. You essentially must become 
part of their new reality, and that is very difficult to do. I only 
hope one day we make strides in new forms of treatment to help 
the people suffering with this disease, as well as their families.
All I know for sure is that she got to her new digs in Heaven, 

she looked around, gave God a call and said: 
“There’s no beer in the fridge. Fix it.”



PRIVATE FAMILY GRAVESIDE SERVICE
Wednesday, May 6, 2020 - 1:30 p.m.

St. Augustine Roman Catholic Cemetery
Humboldt, Saskatchewan

It is with great sadness that we announce the passing 
of our mother Darlene Eastman, (nee Freistadt), on 
Wednesday, April 29, 2020 at her residence in St. Mary’s 
Villa, Humboldt, Saskatchewan. She was 92 years of age. 
Mom was born November 8, 1927 in Humboldt and grew 
up in Carmel, SK.  She went to school in Carmel and then 
attended Saskatoon Business College. After graduating, she 
returned to Humboldt and continued working for Bruser’s 
Department Store. Mom met Dad in Humboldt and they 
married on April 10, 1951 and started our family. At this 
time, she left Bruser’s to work at Sears at the sales counter, 
followed by a brief position with the local School Board 
Offices, and finally with Sask Power, which she retired from 
in 1987. Mom was a Legion member and an active kaiser 
player; she loved watching curling and of all her pastimes, 
she loved to knit, and knit and knit! Our Mom, Darlene, 
will be greatly missed by all who knew her. She will be 
lovingly remembered by all her children: Sandra Eastman, 
Rick and MaryLou Eastman, Cheryl and Al Vickaryous and 
James and Teresa Eastman; her grandchildren: Katie and 
Julie Vickaryous, Kim and Justin Olson, Nicole Eastman 
and Ryder Eastman; and by her brothers, Bert Freistadt 
and Jim (Doris) Freistadt. She was predeceased by our 
Dad, Roger Eastman; her parents, Nick and Elizabeth 
Freistadt, her sisters, Shirley Roles and Patsy Kocourek, 
as well as her brother Ray Freistadt; and her sisters-in-
law, Blanche (Bert) Freistadt and Donna (Ray) Freistadt. 
Because of these trying times there will only be a private 
family service with a memorial to follow when we can all 
get back to our lives.  The whole family wishes all of mom’s 
friends and our extended family health and safe times.

Memorial Donations:
In lieu of flowers, the family invites you to consider 

memorial donations either to:

St. Mary’s Villa Foundation
PO Box 1743

Humboldt, SK, S0K 2A0

or to the: 
Alzheimer’s Society of Saskatchewan

#301 – 2550 12th Ave.
 Regina, SK, S4P 3X1

“Time has taken me from you,
Although not very far.

I’ll be watching through the sunshine
And through the brightest star.

I’ll be watching all of you, 
From the heavens up above.

So take good care of each other
And carry all my love.”


